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How the meaning of Freedom has changed over time
Freedom is word whose meaning has been ambiguous since it was first conceptualized. So, in the American context, Petersen (2015) says during the times reconstruction (1866-1877), which actually was characterized by the great civil war, slaves fought to break free from their masters. Therefore, they wanted to gain freedom from their slave masters. In a nutshell, the question is, were even their masters free in the first case? The question can best be answered in the context that even the masters used to pay taxes to the authorities without question. The slave masters never had the freedom to ask where the taxes were going or how they were being used by those in government. In fact, America was the first country to guarantee freedom to her occupants that is why the Puritans ran away from Europe so that they could come exercise religious freedom (Dubois, 2017). In this build-up, this paper seeks to discuss how the initial thoughts of freedom right from the times of reconstruction have changed over time regarding the slaves (African-Americans) and the rest of the Americans.  
During the reconstruction time, slaves fought tooth and nail to have freedom from their slave masters. They managed to get the freedom they needed then of freeing themselves from their slave masters. In the process, African Americans started to own property and even do businesses within American. On that note, slave trade was abolished and anyone owing slaves did it illegally. However, the years that followed found African-Americans in a new fight for freedom. The fight for freedom entailed equity and freedoms to choose their leaders in American’s electoral process. There were also different developments for blacks and whites in America a century after acquisition of the first freedom! Up to late 1960s, the Black Lives Matter movement as well as the Martin Luther King eloquence on why Africans needs the freedom to vote in their leaders was fashionable. Hence, it this regard, the meaning of freedom in the context of blacks versus whites changed from the times to reconstruction to the present. 
As earlier mentioned, America is the first country that guaranteed her citizens to exercise their freedoms. On that note, there was the freedom to worship whoever god they wanted. During the times of reconstruction, the Americans used to pay taxes but could not question where the tax goes and how they could be used. Currently, however, Cai et al. (2016) say American citizens have the capacity to question how the government spends its revenues which includes taxes. There are also other freedoms that have been guaranteed in the American constitution which initially were not. For instance, the LGBT rights were unheard of in the past since the social fabric had standards demanding that people should not have same sex marriages and even relationships. Each and every day, the LGBT groups are out there and have even attracted influential figures in the society to back them. It is a new quest for freedom that has never been seen before. 
In a nutshell, the meaning of freedom has changed over time. The changes to the meaning of freedom have been facilitated by the new fights that people find themselves in as per society dynamics. Therefore, there have been tremendous changes to the meaning of the term freedom since the time of reconstruction. 




References
Cai, J. F., Qu, X., Xu, W., & Ye, G. B. (2016). Robust recovery of complex exponential signals from random Gaussian projections via low rank Hankel matrix reconstruction. Applied and computational harmonic analysis, 41(2), 470-490.
Du Bois, W. E. B. (2017). Black Reconstruction in America: Toward a history of the part which black folk played in the attempt to reconstruct democracy in America, 1860-1880. Routledge.
Peterson, H. (2015, November). Fifty shades of freedom. Voluntary childlessness as women's ultimate liberation. In Women's studies international forum (Vol. 53, pp. 182-191). Pergamon.



